PRAISE OF FARMING               737

upon the work before him that he would not have
seen an African bison to the right or left of him.
Mr. Whittier had none of this narrowness, but
took a wide view of the field in which he worked.

TO  THE ESSEX A&RICTTLTURAL SOCIETY.

12th mo., 30,1888.

My ancestors since 1640 have been farmers in
Essex County. H was early initiated into the mys-
teries of farming as it was practiced seventy years
ago, and worked faithfully on the old Haverhill
homestead until, at the age of thirty years, I was
compelled to leave it, greatly to rny regret. Ever
since, if I have envied anybody, it has been the
hale, strong farmer, who could till his own acres,
and if he needed help could afford to hire it, be-
cause he was able to lead the work Mmself. I
have lived to see a great and favorable change in
the farming population of Essex County. The
curse of intemperance is now almost unknown
among them; the rumseller has no mortgage on
their lands. As a rule, they are intelligent, well
informed, and healthy, interested in public affairs,
self-respectful and respected, independent land-
holders, fully entitled, if any class is, to the name
of gentleman. It may be said that they are not
millionaires, and that their annual gains are small.
But, on the other hand, the farmer rests secure
while other occupations and professions are in
constant fear of disaster; his dealing directly and
honestly with the Almighty is safer than specu-
lation; his life is no game of chance, and his in-
vestments in the earth are better than in stock